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  1619- landing of first 
African slaves in Virginia

1689- John Locke created 
idea of Tabula Rasa. This was 
foundation of much of the 
abolitionist thinking. 

1760-1832 James Armstead 
served as spy in 
revolutionary war. 

1773 Phillis Wheatley 1st enslaved 
person to have her poems 
published 

1775-1780. Salem poor 
purchased his freedom and 
served in Battle of Bunker Hill

1830-1850 trail of tears

1803- Jefferson brokered the Louisiana purchase which 
made it so other countries would not fight the US as they 
attempted to take land from Indigenous people. This 
doubles the land the US occupies. 

1830- 1st recorded 
experimentation on Black 
women’s bodies
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1850

1900

1950

2000

2030

1905- Niagara movement & formation of NAACP. These movements 
combated racial discrimination and segregation in the US.

 1910- Present- Farming and USDA loan discrimination. Black 
farmers are less likely to receive loans. 

1913- Woodrow Wilson championed segregation of federal 
workplaces as “better for blacks”. 

1862- After US-Dakota War, Abraham Lincoln 
sanctioned the hanging of 38 members of Dakota 
tribe to appease White colonists in Minnesota. 
Largest mass execution in US history.

1862- Frederick Douglass began to push 
for equity and human right for POC. 

1863- Emancipation Proclamation

1865- End of Civil War. 13th amendment (abolishing 
slavery) passed by Congress.
1865- Although the Emancipation Proclamation had been 
issued 2 years earlier, on June 19, 1865 enslaved people in 
Texas finally received word that slavery had been outlawed.  
This holiday is now celebrated annually as “Juneteenth” and in 
2021 was declared a national holiday.

1868- Guarantee of citizenship for all born in the US, 
including former enslaved people, passed in the 14th 
amendment

1870- 15th amendment passed, POC get the right to 
vote. Barred racial discrimination in voting.
1870- Hiram Revels, the 1st black senator to be 
elected.1876- Presidential election Rutherford Hayes Vs. Samuel Tilden. 

Hayed won fraudulently and made life worse for POC.  

 1896- Plessy vs. Ferguson- separate but equal 
(restrooms, restaurants, drinking fountains, ect) 

Early 1900s-1940- Eugenics movement
1929-1936- Mexican “Repatriation” (included 
US Citizens!)

1934- National Housing Act (redlining begins) 1935- Social Security Act (excluded agricultural and 
domestic workers, the majority of whom were Black)

1935- Wagner Act. Gave employees the right to form 
unions and bargain with employers. 

1937 Federal Housing Act (segregated public housing, 
demolishing racially diverse n’hoods, paved the way for 
“white flight”)
1942 Internment of Japanese Americans 1944 Servicemen’s Readjustment Act aka GI Bill. 

This was intended to accommodate Jim Crow laws. 1946: Morgan vs Virginia- segregation on interstate 
buses ruled unconstitutional*

 1954: Brown vs BOE- segregation of 
public schools declared unconstitutional*

1955: Emmett Till is murdered

1955: Rosa Parks refuses to give up her seat 
on the bus as an act of peaceful protest

1957: Little Rock Nine

 1960: Boynton vs Virginia- segregation in public transportation 
deemed in violation of the Interstate Commerce Act*1961: Freedom Riders
1963- Dr. Martin Luther King delivered 
speech, “I have a Dream”. 1964- President Lyndon Johnson signs Civil 

Rights Act, outlawing segregation
1965- Voting Rights Act 
signed1967- Loving vs VA -anti-miscegenation 

laws declared unconstitutional
1989- First Black governor in the United States, L. Douglas 
Wilder, elected in the state of Virginia. (note: during 
Reconstruction, P.B.S. Pinchback, a Black man, served as 
Governor of Louisiana for about 1 month, but was not elected 
to this position).2009-2017- Barak Obama, first Black 

president of the United States, serves in 
office

2020- George Floyd murdered 
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